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INTRODUCTION 
WYDOT is considering improvements on approximately 11 miles of U.S. Highway 

14 (US 14) near Burgess Junction, the intersection of US 14 and US 14A. These 

improvements are being referred to as the Burgess Junction South Project 

(Project). WYDOT initiated scoping to study the potential environmental 

impacts associated with the proposed Project. The information received during 

scoping will be used to prepare an Environmental Assessment (EA). WYDOT 

initiated agency and public scoping. The official scoping period began May 29, 

2013 and ended July 8, 2013. WYDOT held a public scoping meeting on June 5, 

2013. Details of the agency and public scoping follow. 

 

AGENCY SCOPING SUMMARY 
The following agencies with jurisdiction, special expertise with resources 

present, or land holdings in or near the project area were contacted in May 2013: 

 

 United States Forest Service (USFS) 

 United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 

 United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 

 United States Environmental Protection Agency Region 8 (EPA) 

 Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 

 United States Forest Service (USFS) 

 Wyoming State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) 

 Wyoming Game and Fish Department (WGFD) 

 Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) 

 Office of State Lands and Investments 

 Wyoming Office of Tourism 

 Sheridan County 

 

WYDOT is coordinating with USFS through the Memorandum of 

Understanding between WYDOT, USFS, and FHWA for planning, designing, 

constructing,  and maintaining roads through national forest lands. USFS 
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provided comments to WYDOT on September 7, 2007 as a follow up to the 

reconnaissance survey completed for the project (Appendix A). These comments 

remain valid and were affirmed during meetings between WYDOT and USFS. 

USFS will continue to coordinate with WYDOT to make sure the road is 

compatible with the National Forest Plan. 

 

Responses were received from three agencies (See Appendix A).  USACE 

responded the proposed Project would likely impact waters of the United States 

and would require a Department of Army permit and noted that an identification 

and delineation of aquatic resources should be completed.  They requested that 

alternatives be considered that avoid and minimize impacts to waters of the 

United States as required under the Clean Water Act. 

 

WGFD responded that the primary terrestrial concern is the potential impact to 

big game habitat and movement in the project area, including moose, mule deer, 

and elk. The proposed Project is within designated crucial yearlong range for 

moose. WGFD suggested using “Bighorn” 2-pole wooden fence. WGFD also 

noted that precautions should be taken to ensure sediment and other 

contaminants do not enter the several creeks in the project area during 

construction. They requested the opportunity to review detailed plans once they 

are complete for work in stream and riparian areas. Lastly, the WGFD provided 

several measures to prevent the spread of aquatic invasive species.   

 

The Sheridan County Public Works Department provided information to 

WYDOT related to the County Comprehensive Plan to ensure the proposed 

Project is consistent with the goals and policies within the plan, including 

protection of riparian areas, wildlife habitat, recreation opportunities, 

transportation, and regional coordination. 

 

No response was received from USFWS, EPA, NRCS, Wyoming Office of 

Tourism, SHPO, DEQ, or the Office of State Lands and Investments. 
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PUBLIC MEETING SUMMARY 
A public meeting was held to solicit comments on the Burgess Junction South 

Project on June 5, 2013 at the Tongue River Valley Community Center in Dayton, 

Wyoming from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm. The purpose of this meeting was to gather 

public input on the Project purpose and need, alternatives that should or should 

not be considered and environmental resources in the area to be examined.  

 

The meeting was an open-house format. Representatives from the Project team 

were available to answer questions and take comments. Boards provided 

information about the purpose and need, the schedule of the Project, alternatives 

being considered, and potential resources in the project area (Appendix B). 

 

Attendees were able to provide comments directly to the Project team, on 

comment forms, or via WYDOT email address: dot-burgess-jct-ea@wyo.gov. 

Comments were taken from May 29, 2013 through July 8, 2013. The meeting was 

advertised in the newspaper, letters to agencies, and postcards sent to property 

owners in the project area (Appendix C).  

 

A total of 16 people signed in at the June 2013 meeting. A total of 2 comments 

were received between June 5, 2013 and July 8, 2013. One comment was received 

via phone prior to the public meeting and one comment was received on the 

Project comment form (Appendix D). 

 

The following is a summary of comments: 

 

 Plan construction to blend highway with natural looking landscaping 

– Re-vegetate with native species 

 Provide for recreation and tourism along the scenic byway 

– Access to Forest System Roads and developed sites 

– Wildlife viewing and photo opportunities 
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 In favor of having a fence along each side of the corridor to prevent livestock 

from being on the roadway (they are a big hazard at night)   

 

Following the meeting, an article about the Project was printed in the Sheridan 

Press (Appendix E). 
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Appendix A. 
Agency Scoping Letters 
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Appendix B. 
Public Meeting Materials 
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Handouts 
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Handouts 
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Handouts 
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Handouts 
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Meeting Boards 
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Meeting Boards 
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Meeting Boards 
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Meeting Boards  
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Meeting Boards 
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Comment Sheet 
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Appendix C. 
Public Postcard 
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Appendix D. 
Comments Received 
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Appendix E. 
Newspaper Article Following Public Meeting 
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